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What makes a couple ? 

Montrealers fight for same-sex couples’ rlghts 




DAILY GRAPHIC BY MAX FRANCISCO 



by Anup Grewal 

David Brody feels that many 
gay rights have already been 
won in Canada. 

Ironically, he and four 
other gay men in Montreal are 
fighting for same-sex couples’ 
rights in the Quebec courts. 

The group, which is being 
represented by the Quebec 
Human Rights Commission, is 
challenging the provincial 
Pension Board’s refusal to 
grant them survival pensions 
after their partners died, be- 
cause they had same-sex rela- 
tionships. 

Using the section in the 
Quebec Human rights Charter 
which stipulates that sexual 
orientation is a basis for dis- 
crimination, the group is call- 
ing the Board’s decisions un- 
constitutional. 

The Board’s regulations say 
only couples who arc married 
or have lived together in a 
common law marriage for 
more than three years are eli- 
gible for the pension if one of 
the partners dies. 

But, says the Board’s Nor- 
man Trottier, “the pension is 
only for couples of different 
sexes, not for those of the 
same-sex even if they have 
been living together [for the 
required] three years.” 

This doesn’t make any 
sense to Brody. He and his 
partner lived together as a 
couple for 23 years. They co- 
owned three houses in the 
city, they were in each others 
wills, they went on vacations 
together, and even sponsored 
a young Vietnamese woman 
for four years. 

“It was exactly like a com- 
mon law marriage,” and it was 
recognised as such by friends, 
family and community, says 
Brody. 

But these proofs don’t seem 
to be enough. Last week, Brody 
and the other four men went 
to a hearing at the Quebec 
Commission on Social Affairs 
which is examining the case. 

At the tribunal, the Quebec 
Attorney General pulled out 
the standard dictionary defi- 
nition of a ‘couple’. 

“He [the Attorney General] 
said a couple is a man and a 
woman living in a marital situ- 
ation with the possibility of 
procreation,” remembers 
Regean Lebeau, another mem- 
ber of the group challenging 



the Pension Board. 

Brody ques- 
tions the idea that 
a couple is defined 
by their procrea- 
tive potential. 

“If a couple has 
to be capable of 
having children, 
then if you follow 
this logically, if a 
couple decides not 
to have children, 
then they should 
not get the pen- 
sion either, but 
they do,” com- 
ments Brody. 

“The Quebec 
government is practicing dis- 
crimination against the regu- 
lations in its own charter, Be- 
cause of loopholes,” he criti- 
cises. 

Moreover, Brody asserts, 



by M-J Milloy 

The walls around Leavenworth 
Prison grew a bit taller, and 
the Kansas prairie slid a little 
further away from Leonard 
Peltier last week, after his lat- 
est appeal for parole was de- 
nied. 

The controversial decision 
was released last Thursday by 
the United States Parole Com- 
mission (USPC). The USPC de- 
cision overturned the recom- 
mendation of Peltier’s parole 
officer, who felt that Peltier 
should be paroled. 

The anonymous parole of- 
ficer’s recomendation was the 
closest Peltier has come to 
freedom since entering 
Leavenworth prison 20 years 
ago. 

In 1976, Peltier was con- 
victed of the murders of two 
FBI agents in a firefight be- 
tween the FBI and members of 
the American Indian Move- 
ment (AIM). The government 
contended that Peltier killed 
the agents at close range after 
they had been wounded. 

The parole commission 
could find no other “reason- 
able explanation of the agents’ 
execution other than the ver- 
sion presented by the govern- 
ment," and found no reason 



while same-sex partners pay 
into the system through taxes, 
they don’t get anything back. 

"They are taking our money 
and not giving us our rights. 
That is straight discrimina- 



te grant parole. 

As well, they faulted Peltier 
for not providing a “factual 
[and] specific account of [his] 
actions" during the deaths of 
the agents “that is consistent 
with the jury’s verdict of 
guilty.” 

Finally, the committee 
could find “no significant 
changes” in the case since the 
trial which might cause them 
to reconsider Peltier’s plight. 

But it was precisely the ‘sig- 
nificant changes’ in the facts 
surrounding the incident that 
gave Peltier supporters hope 
that the parole officer’s rec- 
ommendation would be ac- 
cepted. 

Since the last parole hear- 
ing Peltier’s prosecutor Lynn 
Crooks has admitted that the 
government “really does not 
know who shot the agents.” 

Crooks’ uncertainty stems 
from the inconsistency in the 
evidence used to convict 
Peltier. At the original trial, 
the government alleged they 
had matched the bullets to a 
gun owned by Peltier. 

However, further testing 
has proved that none of the 
guns accessible to Peltier 
could have fired the fatal 
shots. 

“All the government is able 



tion.” 

FROM CHAR- 
TERS TO 
LEGISLATION 

The battle of 
the four 
Montrealers 
comes at a frus- 
trating time for 
those fighting 
for gay rights in 
both Canada 
and Québec. 

“Basically, 
the [federal] 
Liberals have 
broken their 
promises and 
the Parti Québécois has not 
kept theirs,” says Brody. 

In the last election, the Parti 
Québécois promised to recog- 
nise same-sex marital rights. 
While leader of the federal 



to prove is that Leonard was 
at Pine Ridge that day — but 
the USPC did not recognise 
this,” said Lisa Faruolo, a 
member of the Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee (LPDC). 

“Anyone who has read the 
letter from the USPC [an- 
nouncing their decision] can 
see just how lame and ridicu- 
lous their reasoning is,” she 
said. 

“They said that Leonard has 
not given a ‘factual and spe- 
cific’ account of his actions 
that is consistent with the ju- 
ry’s guilty verdict,” continued 
Faruolo. 

“How can an innocent man 
give a ‘factual and specific’ 
account of a crime that he did 
not commit?” 

ALL POLITICS 

Peltier supporters across the 
United States and Canada had 
eagerly awaited the decision of 
the USPC, hoping that after 20 
years of justice delayed, the 
recommendation of the parole 
officer might signal the begin- 
ning of justice delivered. 

Now, however, many Peltier 
supporters view the new USPC 
decision as another example 
of how Peltier’s case has less 
to do with guilt or innocence, 
and everything to do with 



opposition party with the Bloc 
Québécois, Premier Lucien 
Bouchard was a strong propo- 
nent of amending the Cana- 
dian Human Rights Charter to 
include sexual orientation as 
a basis for discrimination; 

However, the PQhas yet to 
live up to its own mandate and 
to Québec’s reputation as one 
of the most progressive prov- 
inces in granting gay rights. 

The federal government’s 
record is no better. 

Last week, the Chief Com- 
missioner of the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission 
castigated the federal Liberals 
for not acting to eliminate dis- 
crimination based on sexual 
orientation. 

In response, Prime Minister 
Jean Chrétien announced that 



politics. 

"It is more convenient to 
keep an innocent man in jail 
than to deal with the contro- 
versy and impropriety that 
may erupt from his release,” 
said Lisa Hellwig, another ex- 
ecutive member of the LPDC. 

Supporters of Peltier were 
not the only ones attempting 
to influence the Parole 
Comission. The FBI also ap- 
plied pressure to the commis- 
sion to keep Peltier in jail — 
including taking out full-page 
advertisements in the New 
York Times. 

Peltier is being kept in jail 
as a warning to others, accord- 
ing to Little Rock Reed, a 
founder of the New Mexico- 
based Centre for Advocacy of 
Human Rights. 

“He is being used as an ex- 
ample of what the government 
in this country will do to those 
who speak out loudly about 
the injustices and oppression 
that they face.” 

Besides Peltier, another vic- 
tim of the political forces sur- 
rounding the case might be 
the anonymous parole officer 
who rccomended his release. 
His decision may have cost 
him his job, according to 
Faruolo. 

continued on page 7 



cont'd on page 2 

Far from freedom 

LEONARD PELTIER’S PAROLE APPEAL DENIED 
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(Japanese Studies Summer School) 

May 13-August 1, 1996 



JSE 100a Introduction to Japanese Language I-II -6 cr 
May 13-Junc 30, Monday th. Thursday, 10:00 am-l:00 pin 

BMG 350b International Japanese Management -3 cr 
June 20-Augusl I , Tuesday & Thursday, 7:00 - 10:00 pm 

ECO 220b Japanese Economic Policy -3 cr 

June I9-July 31, Monday & Wednesday, 7:00 -10:00 pm 

I IIS 27 1 a Modern Japan -3 cr 

May 6-June 17, Monday & Wednesday, 7:00 - 10:00 pm 
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Dr. Durand F. Jacobs 

Professor of Psychiatry 
Ijsrna Undo University School of Medicine 
Lortia Linda, California 

Evidence Supporting a 
General Theory of Addictions: 
Implications for 
new Treatment Methods 

Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology 
McGill University, Education Building 
3700 McTavish, Room 129 

April 1st, 1996 
4:00 P.M. 

Piis lecture lias been nuide possible by a strum fmm the lleatty Memorial lectures Committee. 
Dr. Jacobs is the recipient of the 1995 American Psychological Association Award for 
Distinguished contribution to Psychology in the Public Interest. 
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COUPLE (cont'd from cover): 

the promised legislation to 
amend the Charter would be 
introduced before the next 
election. 

However, Charles Mojsej of 
the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission is skeptical of the 
effects of changing charters 
and not following up with leg- 
islative changes. 

“The problem is one of con- 
tradiction. We have certain 
acts that have certain [eligibil- 
ity requirements] and then we 
have a Human Rights Charter 
that says something different. 
So we end up with cases like 
this in which the government 
has to be tested on how it is 
going to decide over the is- 
sues," comments Mojsej. 

Furthermore, he maintains 
that changing the charters is 
no longer such a progressive 
step. 

Pointing to last years Su- 
preme Court decision that dis- 
crimination based on sexual 
orientation is unconstitu- 
tional, Mojsej says “never 
mind what the governments 
say, the courts have made a 
decision. Now the government 
must comply with it because 
as it stands, the legislation is 
inconsistent with the charter.” 

But the other side of that 
Supreme Court decision on a 
case made by James Egan — a 
man looking for spousal ben- 
efits as well — shows that the 
battle is far from won. 

While the Supreme court 
ruled on sexual orientation 
being a form of discrimina- 
tion, it also denied Egan the 
right to spousal benefits, ar- 
guing that in publicly funded 
programmes, it is allowable to 
limit who gets the funds based 
on the principles of a free and 
democratic society. 

In light of this, while Rrody 
and his partners are optimis- 
tic, they may have an uphill 
battle in front of them, espe- 
cially considering they are the 
first to make such a case in 
Quebec. 

As Brody puts it “people 
resist change and the estab- 
lishment resists change be- 
cause of fear and ignorance.” 
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SSMU does not 
share Myers’ and 
Remai’s opinions 

To the Daily, 

The Students’ Society of 
McGill University (SSMU) 
wishes to distance itself 
from any and all comments 
made by the SSMU Presi- 
dent, Helena Myers, or the 
SSMU Vice-President Fi- 
nance, Kelly Remai, regard- 
ing the student referenda 
of March 13-15, 1996 con- 
cerning the society’s cont- 
ract with Pepsi and Pepsi’s 
involvement in Burma, and 
the creation of a Financial 
Ethics Research Committee. 
Their opinions in no way 
represent the opinion of 
the SSMU. 

We apologise for any 
confusion this may have 
caused. 

Darrel Tan, Speaker, SSMU 
Tara Newell, Speaker, 
SSMU 
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Correction about 
Head & Hands 

To the Daily, 

I am writing to correct an 
error in your list of 
Montréal services for wom- 
en’s health ( The McGill 
Daily, Women’s Health Spe- 
cial Issue, Monday, 11 
March 1996, p. 18). 

À deux mains/Head & 
Hands is not a pharmacy. 
Our medical service pro- 
vides information and 
counseling on a wide vari- 
ety of health issues for 
women and men, including 
STD and HIV screening and 
a full range of contracep- 
tive options. We sell the 
cervical cap, IUDs dia- 
phragms and condoms at 
cost; we try to ensure that 
Financial constraints do not 
prevent anyone who wishes 
to do so from practicing 
control over her reproduc- 
tive system. 

Ken Monteith 
Executive Director 

Ecstasy users 
better adjusted 
people? 

To the Daily, 

Although your article on 
raves was interesting, and 
uncharacteristically unbi- 
ased, there are a few mis- 



leading implications. 

Firstly, the implication in 
many of your statements 
about fatalities is that Ec- 
stasy was the primary 
cause of their death. While 
Ecstasy may have raised 
their pain threshold, in a 
study conducted on five of 
the earliest “Ecstasy 
Deaths,” it was seen that 
“...three of the subjects had 
known medical problems 
before taking the drug, 
while one was killed by an 
electric shock apparently 
after having climbed a py- 
lon. Two had pre-existing 
heart conditions and one 
had asthma. MDMA was 
thought not to have been 
the primary cause of death 
in four of these cases” (Dr. 
G. Dowling, Journal of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion, 1987). It’s accepted 
that an informed and con- 
scientious user will not suc- 
cumb to dehydration nor 
its complement. (The same, 
for or against, could be said 
of many drugs) 

Another misleading im- 
plication is with regards to 
the serotonin level reduc- 
tions exhibited by heavy E 
users. While it’s been 
shown that depression is 
sometimes related to low 
serotonin levels, and that 
heavy ecstasy usage leads 



to lower serotonin levels, in 
every case studied, ha- 
bitual E users with lowered 
serotonin levels were seen 
to be happier, more relaxed 
and more balanced than 
the average person. 

But enough with the de- 
tails. Anyone interested in 
Ecstasy ought to take a look 
at E for Ecstasy by Nicholas 
Saunders (http:// www 
.hyperreal.com / drugs / 
e4x/index.html). I just felt 
that, on the whole, your 
article was cynical and 
negative, which suggests to 
me that you really missed 
the point of the whole 
scene. Those are the 
two adjectives I would 
least associate with 
raves, whether I’d done 
E or just gone to dance 
away my exam-time 
stress. 

E-mail to inquire 
about Repetition. 

Simon Thomlngton 
BSc U3 
thorns@cs.mcgill.ca 

What’s in a 
name? 

To the Daily, 

Upon reading over 
my letter (“The Daily’s 
Blind Eye”), I noticed 
that I confused the 
names of two Israeli 



statesmen. The late Chaim 
Wiezman was a leader of 
the Zionist movement and 
the first president of Israel. 
His nephew, Ezer Wiezman, 
is a former general and Is- 
rael’s acting head of state. 

Often at odds with the 
current Labour govern- 
ment, President Ezer 
Wiezman has refused to 
pardon Palestinian terror- 
ists and has advocated a 
cautious approach to the Is- 
raeli-Palestinian peace 
process. 

Erik Schechter 
Arts U3 
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B.C. Court overturns legislation pro- 
tecting abortion clinics 




by Amanda Growe 

VANCOUVER (CUP) - A Brit- 
ish Columbia Provincial Court 
decision to strike down con- 
troversial bubble-zone legisla- 
tion will result in a renewed 
wave of harassment for 
women seeking abortions, ac- 
cording to pro-choice advo- 
cates. 

B.C.’s NDP government es- 
tablished the 50-metre buffer 
zones around abortion clinics, 
doctor’s homes and individu- 
als under the Access to Abor- 
tion Services Act in 1995. The 
law came as a response to vio- 
lence aimed at abortion clin- 
ics and abortion providers, 
which peaked in January of 
that year. 

Terror-attacks like the 
shooting of Dr. Garsom 
Romalis — who subsequently 
bled to death — set the stage 
for the bubble-law to be 
passed. 

While there have been no 
shootings of abortion provid- 
ers in B.C. of late, strong anti- 
abortion protest has contin- 
ued. 

According to Kim Zander, 
spokesperson for 

Everywoman’s Health Centre, 
now that the Access to Abor- 
tion Services Act has been ren- 



dered ineffective, protesters 
have become even more ag- 
gressive ‘sidewalk counselors’. 

“Anti-abortion activists 
try talking to women who 
don’t want to have anything 
to do with them," says 
Zander of the anti-abortion 
protesters who try to dis- 
courage women from enter- 
ing abortion clinics. 

"They are carrying offen- 
sive signage with accusations 
and, of course, statements 
about their own religious be- 
liefs on abortion, which I be- 
lieve is an offense to other 
people who don’t have the 
same opinions," Zander said. 

The Provincial Court’s rul- 
ing came down during the trial 
of Maurice Lewis, an anti-abor- 
tionist arrested for trespassing 
the access zone of a clinic with 
an anti-abortion placard and 
later refusing to leave when 
asked by police. 

The Court ruled that the 
Act violated “freedom of ex- 
pression and freedom of as- 
sociation" as well as “free- 
dom of conscience and reli- 
gion because protesters were 
professing their faith at the 
clinic." 

Since parts of the Act are 



contradictory to the Cana- 
dian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, the charges 
against Lewis were dis- 
missed. 

Kay Stockholder, presi- 
dent of the B.C. Civil Liber- 
ties Association, says her or- 
ganisation supported the ac- 
cess zone. 

“We thought that though 
those issues [freedom of 
speech] arc real, they were 
outweighed by the right to 
privacy of the people seek- 
ing abortions and their right 
to an unimpeded access to 
their legal right to an abor- 
tion." 

Campaign Life Coalition 
(CLC) , a Canadian group ac- 
tive in the anti-abortion 
movement, approved of the 
court’s decision. 

“We are happy that justice 
was served, and happy that 
we can now have the free- 
dom of speech in Vancouver 
again," said CLC President 
John Hof. 

“But we’re never happy 
with the outcome of a trial 
that still allows the killing of 
children to go on,” he added. 

Prior to the January deci- 
sion, Hof says protesters were 
allowed to hold prayer vigils 
inside the bubble zones but 
could make no reference to 
abortion. 

Since the verdict, protesters 
are allowed to pray, carry 
signs about abortion and talk 
to women coming to the clinic 
within the access zone. 

Actions such as these are 
seen by many pro-choice ad- 
vocates to be unacceptable. 

“It’s not really protest, it’s 
harassment,” Zander says, 
noting that other medical es- 
tablishments which provide 
services like organ transplants 
would never have to deal with 
such intense protest, even 
though the practice offends 
some religious beliefs. 

B.C. is not the only province 
which responded to anti-abor- 
tion violence by implementing 
injunctions against violent or 
intimidating demonstrators. 
After the Romalis shooting in 
B.C, injunctions were taken 
out against demonstrators in 
other Canadian cities as well. 

Presently, private injunc- 
tions against protesting in 
Ontario protect 17 people. 
According to Cathy Co- 
lombo, chief of operations at 

The McGill Daily 



Toronto’s Morgantaler clinic, 
the injunctions have made a 
positive difference in the 
clinic’s ability to provide 
services. 

But the injunctions cur- 
rently in place in Ontario are 
not always effective in the face 
of anti-abortion sentiment. 

On November 1 1 of last 
year, Dr. Hugh Short, who per- 
formed abortions, was shot in 
his home in Ancaster, Ontario, 
despite the fact his house was 
covered by injunction. 

The B.C. Provincial Court’s 
decision seems to contradict 
the precedent set by the Su- 
preme Court of Canada, which 
ruled that women have a right 
to unimpeded access to abor- 
tions. The right to access prec- 
edent was set in the case 
against Dr. Henry 
Morgantaler, who has been 
providing abortions in the 
country over the past couple 
decades. 

The B.C. government will 
appeal the Provincial Court’s 
decision by May. 

Source: The Ubyssey, Univer- 
sity of British Columbia, with 
files from Jacqueline Reis 



VANCOUVER (CUP) — Going 
against the trend of provincial 
governments slashing social 
programs, British Columbia 
Premier Glen Clark has an- 
nounced a one-year freeze in 
tuition fees at all B.C. post-sec- 
ondary institutions. 

Clark has gone on record 
saying that he wants to send a 
message to other provincial 
governments about slashing 
social spending. 

“We must protect health 
care and education funding 
from these federal cuts," he 
announced to students gath- 
ered at Langara College in 
downtown Vancouver. 






by Zachary Schwartz 

T he stakes have been 
raised. 

After almost two years of 
negotiations with university 
administration, McGill’s TA 
union took to the streets last 
week to voice their concerns. 

The one-day strike was 
largely in response to McGill’s 
salary proposal, tabled on the 
22 month anniversary of ne- 
gotiations between the union 
and McGill’s administration. 

With the participation of 
representatives from other 
Montreal universities’ student 
unions, the FNEEQ. and the 
CSN, the TA union believes the 
walk-out was a success. 

“The whole day was char- 
acterised by strong support 
from the McGill and Montreal 
community and a very pow- 
erful feeling of solidarity for 
teaching assistants and lab 
demonstrators," said Hugh 
Potter, co-ordinator of McGill’s 
TA union. 

Thanks to coverage by tel- 
evision, radio and print media, 
Potter said, the union’s voice 
was heard beyond the univer- 
sity. 

Striking TAs picketed in 



tu 



The announcement comes 
after Clark’s March 15 prom- 
ise to formulate a new job 
creation program designed to 
provide 1 1 500 jobs for B.C. 
youth. 

Michael Gardiner, B.C. 
Chair of the Canadian Federa- 
tion of Students, gave credit 
to the provincial government 
for responding to widespread 
student appeals. 

“Finally, we have a govern- 
ment which listens to the con- 
cerns of students and appears 
to recognise the need of our 
society for a more accessible 
public post-secondary educa- 
tion system,” he said in an 



brief 

B.C. Gov 
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Negotiations continue but TAs dissatisfied 



front of McGill’s Roddick 
Gates, garnering support 
from pedestrians and pass- 
ing cars on Sherbrooke 
Street. The crowd reached a 
morning peak of about 100 
people, who listened to 
speeches from Carleton and 
Concordia students, repre- 
sentatives of McGill’s Post 
Graduate Students’ Society, 
and McGill undergraduate 
Students’ Society president- 
elect Chris Carter, among 
others. 

Although McGill would not 
allow its picketing TAs onto 
campus, Potter was pleased 
that most cars did not cross 
the picket line into McGill. 

“Over 90 per cent of vehi- 
cles turned around to physi- 
cally show their support,” said 
Potter. 

Potter did not address the 
fact that, despite voting 1 25 
to 67 in favour of mandat- 
ing the strike, some TAs re- 
fused to participate in the 
walk-out. 

Although under the 
Québec Labour Code it was 
illegal for any of McGill’s 
TAs, lab demonstrators and 
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marker-graders 
to work during 
the one-day 
strike, some TAs 
chose to teach 
their confer- 
ences as sched- 
uled. 

In a radio in- 
terview, Principal 
Bernard Shapiro 
claimed that the 
strike had no im- 
pact on McGill. 

McGill’s new 
Executive Direc- 
tor of Human Re- 
sources Robert 
Savoie would 
only say that “the 
TAs exercised 
their rights,” ex- 
plaining that “the 
TAs had picket 
lines and they 
didn’t prevent 
anyone from en- 
tering the univer- 
sity.” 

Savoie, hired 
last month, is the 
only person au- 
thorised by 
McGill to speak 
on behalf of the 
university on the 
state of negotia- 
tions with the TA 
union. 



ernment freezes 
ition fees 



address following Clark’s 
speech. 

But in a CFS press release, 
Gardiner noted that the sec- 
ond wave of cuts planned by 
the federal government will 
make it hard for the B.C. gov- 
ernment to maintain its tui- 
tion freeze. As a result, he says 
that students in B.C. will keep 
up the pressure. 

Pointing to these probable 
cuts, Clark would not commit 
to extending the tuition freeze 
beyond next year. 

While the tuition freeze is 
good news for students, oth- 
ers are viewing the decision 
with scepticism. 



B.C. Liberal leader Gordon 
Campbell says the freeze is no 
more than a repeat of past 
NDP political promises. 

“Yet again we see the NDP 
saying one thing and doing 
another — back in April 1990 
we saw Glen Clark make al- 
most a carbon-copy promise," 
Campbell charged, referring 
to the NDP’s 1991-92 tuition 
freeze that was dropped only 
a year after its implementa- 
tion, during Clark’s term as 
Finance Minister. 

Campbell added that aver- 
age B.C. tuition fees have 
jumped almost 25 per cent 
since that time, subsequently 



suggesting that a provincial 
Liberal government would 
protect education funding 
from federal cuts by 
downsizing government. 

On top of freezing tuition 
fees, Clark has also increased 
provincial post-secondary 
funding. Next year, the B.C. 
government will increase 
funding to universities and 
colleges by $16.5 million, 
making room for an extra 
7,000 students in the prov- 
ince’s post-secondary institu- 
tions. 

Sources: The Ubyssey, Uni- 
versity of British Columbia; 
The Martlet, University of 
Victoria 



THE BIGGER PICTURE 

Savoie maintains that McGill’s 
proposed salary of around 
$10 per hour is in line with 
rates paid by Quebec and, spe- 
cifically, Montréal universi- 
ties. He would not, however, 
comment on bringing the TA 
salary closer to the Canadian 
average, which, according to 
the TA union is about $25 per 
hour. 

In a recent article in the 
McGill Reporter, however, 
Savoie welcomes McGill’s re- 
cent commitments to bring its 
faculty salaries more in line 
with those of other major Ca- 
nadian universities. 

Savoie pointed out that as 
far as the university is con- 
cerned, it is basic pay rates 
— not general graduate sup- 
port — that is being negoti- 
ated in the proposed con- 
tract between McGill and its 
TAs. 

“The student support com- 
ponent will be dealt with by 
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the departments,” he said, 
outlining that tuition fee waiv- 
ers and bursary components 
will not be addressed by the 
administration. Rather, it will 
up to the departments to set 
the support level for their 
graduate students. 

Joe O’Shea, one of the 
elected representatives on the 
TA union’s bargaining com- 
mittee believes that leaving a 
guarantee for graduate sup- 
port out of the proposed con- 
tract is an abdication of re- 
sponsibility on the part of 
McGill. 

By eliminating the tuition 
fee waivers from the negotia- 
tions, he argues, McGill is giv- 
ing its departments an excuse 
not to guarantee funding for 
their students. 

The delicate relationship 
between TAs and their super- 
visors has also been affected 
by the negotiations. This year, 
according to Potter, an in- 
creasing number of graduate 
students have been faced with 
some sort of harassment for 
their involvement with the 
union. 

But less than five cases of 
harassment have been clear 
enough to pursue and none of 
the TAs involved have felt it 
necessary to bring up a formal 
complaint, said Potter. 

“It’s a serious thing to take 
a department to court,” he 
explained. 

Under the Québec Labour 
Code it is illegal for an em- 
ployer to interfere with an 
employee’s involvement in a 
union. 

On February 19, Robert 
Savoie posted the following 
message to McGill faculty: 
“While faculty arc free to ex- 
press their views, all are cau- 
tioned that the Labour Code 
of the province of Québec 
strictly prohibits the use of 
intimidation, discrimination 
or reprisals, threat of dis- 
missal or of sanctions to 
compel an employee to re- 
frain from or cease exercis- 
ing their right to strike." 

The next meeting between 
the TA union and McGill is 
scheduled for today. A gen- 
eral meeting for all members 
of the TA union will be held 
April 2. 
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SPEAKING OUT ON 

HEALTH AND JUSTICE 

Nicaraguan activist keeps women's issues on the front-line 



by Andrea Cooke 

Olga Maria Espinoza, an ac- 
tivist from Nicaragua, sees a 
disturbing trend in the new 
economic policies of the 
Nicaraguan government. 
Speaking at the Social Justice 
Committee here in Montréal, 
Espinoza spoke about the 
consequences of the drastic 
cutbacks to social services in 
her country. 

“The neo-liberal policies of 
the new government have had 
devastating effects on the 
country side,” said Espinoza. 

The government of Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro, which 
replaced the leftist 
Sandinista government in 
1990, is currently following 
structural adjustment pro- 
grammes prescribed by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank. 
Both of these bodies have 
stipulated a reduction in 
public spending and an in- 
crease in private investment 
in Nicaragua’s economy, a 
mandate they have also 
given to several ether coun- 
tries. 

So far Chamorro has com- 
plied to the programme by 
embarking upon a project of 
privatising state enterprises 
and undoing an agrarian re- 
form programme providing 
more equitable land distri- 
bution, a programme imple- 
mented under the 
Sandinistas. 

Espinoza also pointed to 
rural health care in Nicaragua 
as an area in which 
Chamorro’s policies have 
taken a definite toll. 

“In the countryside, there 
are health posts with nothing 
in them, not even a pain- 
killer,” she said. 

“The supplies have run out 
and no effort has been made 
to replenish them. A doctor 
may appear at the clinic once 
a month, or even once a week, 
however because their are no 
supplies, the patients are 
given prescriptions which 
they cannot afford to buy," 
she continued. 

The situation is similar in 
hospitals. Entire hospital 
wings are being privatised 
while only small sections arc 
being left for public use. What 
this means, said Espinoza, is 
that only those who can afford 
it can get the proper treat- 
ment. 

“The wing of the hospital 
that is still the public sphere 
has nothing and people are 
expected to buy the thread if 
they need to be stitched up,” 
said Espinoza. 



The lack of proper health 
care facilities coupled by a 
failing rural economy is lead- 
ing to the growing problem of 
malnutrition in the country 
side, leaving some people 
close to starvation. And 
women are the most affected 
by malnutrition, said Espinoza 

“The reason seems to be 
because women feed their 
families first and then eat 
what is left over, which is of- 
ten nothing. Many women 
have several children which 
also takes its toll on the 
body." 

As one of the founding 
members of the Agricultural 
Workers Association (ATC) 
— a trade union for em- 



ployed workers — Espinoza 
is concentrating her efforts 
on women’s sustainable ag- 
riculture. 

The ATC’s Rural Women’s 
Committee, of which Espinoza 
is also a founder, is involved 
with projects in agricultural 
production to help women 
survive. 

Espinoza is presently work- 
ing with a group of rural 
women who have become un- 
employed as a result of the 
crisis in the production of cot- 
ton. With coffee crops being 
given a priority in the agricul- 
tural economy these days, 
land for cotton plantations is 
mostly sitting idle. 

“Our aim is for women to 



be able to produce enough 
to eat and able to have 
enough income to replant 
and perpetuate this produc- 
tive system,” explained 
Espinoza. 

The women farm on. collec- 
tive plots of land, hoping to 
save enough from year to year 
in order to reinvest for the 
planting of the next crop and 
maintain an independent pro- 
duction system. 

“This may not be what’s 
considered sustainability in 
other contexts, but in our con- 
text, it is sustainability,” she 
added. 

Along with the provision of 
an alternative approach to 
agricultural production, pro- 



viding training and technical 
advice, other women’s pro- 
grammes have also been un- 
dertaken by Espinoza. 

“We have an illiteracy pro- 
gram with a gender and po- 
litical perspective to help 
women develop a new social 
model,” she explained. 

In light of the structural 
adjustment being carried on 
by Chomarro and the IMF, 
the work of the ATC becomes 
especially significant for 
women. Espinoza’s efforts at 
the ATC make it the first 
mass organisation in Nicara- 
gua to work with a specific 
gender emphasis to ensure 
that women’s issues are not 
put on the back burner. 



Monday, March 25 
• Shakti, the EnglislT 
Dept., Women’s Unionand^ 
the McGill Centre for Re^ - 
search and Teaching on 
Women present authors 
Larissa Lai and Chrystos in 



Arts 160, 19h30. 



Wednesday. March 27 

• North American Stud- 
ies Students’ Association 
elections and final meeting of 
semester in Arts 145, 17h30. 
Info: 499-0507. 

• Concordia Irish lec- 
ture series presents “Ireland 
in the European Union: Expe- 
rience and Prospects” in 1455 
de Maisonneuve 0., room H- 
767, 20h. Info: 848-2435. 

• LBGTM Bisexual discus- 
sion group meeting in Shatner 
423, 18h30. 



Thursday, March 28 

• McGill Marxist- 
Leninist Study Group 
presents Hardial Bains, na- 
tional leader of CPC(ML) in 
Shatner 302, 18h30. Info: 522- 
1373. 

• WISE/PGSS presents a 
speaker series on “Alternative 
Careers in Science,” in 
Thomson House (3650 
McTavish), 18h. 

• Presbyterian College 
(3495 University) presents or- 
ganist Kevin Komisaruk play- 
ing works by Racquet, 
Buxtehude and Bach, 1 2h 1 0- 
12h50. Info: 288-5256. 

• LBGTM All-Womyn’s 
group in Shatner 423, 18h30. 

Friday, March 29 

• McGill Students for 



AIDS Education (MSAE) 
presents Joanna Broadhurst of 
the AIDS Intervention Centre 
on “Women and AIDS: an 
Overview” in Leacock 26, 
12h30-13h30. Info: Gambrelli, 
989-9122 

• McGill Outing Club 
presents a mountaineering 
photography lecture by 
mountaineer Fred Beckey in 
Leacock 26. Info: 398-6817. 

• LBGTM Coming Out and 
Men’s groups in UTC base- 
ment (3521 University), 
17h30 and 19h, respectively. 

• LBGTM Queer Café in Bar 
California (St. Elisabeth, north 
of St. Catherine), 20h. 



Saturday, March 30 

• Librairie Alternative 
(2035 St. Laurent) spring 
video series presents the docu- 
mentary “The Mohawk Resist- 
ance at Kanehsatake,” 18h. 
Admission: voluntary dona- 
tion. Info: 844-3207. 

• SALSA and MAIS 
present “International Night” 
in the Medical Annex (3708 
Peel), 2 1 h. Featuring interna- 
tional music and dance. Ad- 
mission: $4 members, $5 non- 
members. 

• Junior Associates 
Committee of the Cedars 
Cancer Institute presents 
“Swing into Spring” dance at 
Just For Laughs Museum. All 
proceeds to Edward J. Tabah 



Oncology day centre in Royal 
Victoria Hospital. Info: 737- 
5576. 

• CKUT funding drive ben- 
efit show at Café So ( 1 2 Rachel 
O.), 21h. Featuring Slaphappy 
5, Fearless Freep, Steak 72 and 
Milken. Info: Rob, 843-4137. 

• McGill Living Testi- 
monies Autobiographical 
Project presents “Issues 
Around Holocaust Denial,” by 
Ed Foxman in 2020 University 
rm 2401, 20h30. Info: Renée, 
398-3294. 



Ongoing 

• First Annual Univer- 
sity Holocaust Sympo- 
sium, March 27-28. Events 
include: opening ceremony, 
video and photographic ex- 
hibit, discussions on the topic 
of hate literature and keynote 
address by Abraham Foxman, 
director of The Anti-Defama- 
tion League. Events held in 
Shatner 107/108 and Leacock 
26. Info: 845-9171. 

• Book Fair at the 
Newman Centre (3484 Peel), 
March 22-27, except March 
24. 

• Volunteers are needed for 
the Shalom Line that pro- 
vides a confidential, anony- 
mous listening service for peo- 
ple in distress. Info 735-3541 
local 3380. 

• Tel-Aide listening serv- 
ice needs volunteers. Info: 



935-1105. 

• TheMcGill Journal for 
Middle East Studies is ac- 
cepting submissions for its 
1996 issue. Drop off your pa- 
per in the MESSA box in 
Leacock 414. Info: Alan, 341- 
0927, or Sarah, 845-9962. 

• The Yellow Door needs 
volunteers during the summer 
to spend time with seniors liv- 
ing downtown. Info: Leigh Ann 
or Jo-Anne, 398-943. 

• Volunteer drivers 
needed to provide transporta- 
tion to seniors with reduced 
mobility. Info: Joanne, 932- 
3433. 

• AMI Québec (Alliance 
for the Mentally 111) edu- 
cation sessions starting in 
April. Registration begins im- 
mediately. Info: 486-1448. 

• Anxiety and Panic 
Attack therapy group in 
Bishop Medical Centre (1440 
St. Catherine O.), every 
Wednesday, April 24 - June 
19. Info: 685-1006. 

• Repath Museum and 
McGill’s Conservation Bi- 
ology class present “Ridicu- 
lous Wrappings,” concerning 
the packaging of consumer 
goods. Exhibit runs until April 
4. Info: Eli, 288-9157. 

• Montréal Assault Pre- 
vention Centre self defense 
course for women, ACTION. 
Register now. Info: 284-1212. 

• Erskine and American 
United Church (3407 du 
Musée) thrift shop and bazaar 
every Monday 1 0h-l 6h. Dona- 
tions welcome. Info: 849- 
3286. 

• Japanese Canadian 
Cultural Centre of 
Montréal summer courses. 
Register now. Info: 728-5580 
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PELTIER (conl'd from page one): 

“We called up his office to talk to him, and we 
were told that he is no longer with the USPC.” 

Hellwig echoes Faruolo’s explanation of the ‘mys- 
tery’ around the fate of the parole officer. 

“Rather than face the facts of Peltier’s outrageous 
incarceration, the USPC would rather scold its own 
employee for overstepping his bounds.” 

ACTIONS FOR PELTIER 

Support groups in a number of American cities held 
demonstrations to pressure the USPC to follow the 
parole officer’s recommendation. 

The largest demonstration occurred in San Fran- 
cisco, where over 300 protestors blocked the entrance 
to the federal justice building before stopping traffic 



at a busy downtown intersection. 

Actions in Washington, D.C., held an even greater 
symbolic value than the larger San Francisco dem- 
onstration. 

In the early afternoon of March 20, almost 100 
protesters blocked the front entrance to the federal 
justice building. They hoped to pressure the depart- 
ment into upholding the parole officer’s decision — 
detailed in a document that was somewhere inside 
the building. 

The protest “didn’t do any actual damage; it was 
just a symbolic action,” said Michael, a member of 
Free/Liberez Leonard Peltier, a Montréal group that 
travelled to the American capitol. 

Demonstrations were also held in Minneapolis and 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 



Although the public pressure has not influenced 
the USPC decision — which had already been released 
by the time of the Washington demonstration — it 
has highlighted the significance of Leonard Peltier in 
the minds of many native and non-native people. 

“Freedom from a prison cell will mean a long strug- 
gle rewarded for the native community who has sup- 
ported his freedom from day one,” said Dennis Banks, 
the AIM organiser who took Peltier and other AIM 
members to Pine Ridge over 20 years ago. 

For Little Rock Reed, the USPC decision has not 
only important political meaning, but also deep per- 
sonal significance. 

“Leonard is a peaceful man, a spiritual man, a good 
man — and there is no reason for him to be in jail, 
except as a symbol.” 



CLASSIFIED ADS 



Staff (with valid ID): 
$4.55 per day, 3 or more consecutive 
days. $4.00 per day. General 
Public: $5.70 per day, or $4.85 per 




day for 3 or more consecutive days. 
Extra charges may apply, and prices 
do not include applicable GST (7%) or 



PST (6.5%). Full payment should 
accompany vour advertising order and 
may be made in cash or By personal 
cheque (for amounts over $20 only). 
For more information, please visit our 
office or call 398-6790: WE CANNOT 
TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
PHONE. PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD CAREFULLY WHEN IT APPEARS 
IN THE PAPER. The Daily assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors, or 
damages due to errors. Ad will re- 
appear free of charge upon request it 
information is Incorrect due to our 
error. The Daily reserves the right not 
to print any classified ad. 



Comer de Maisonneuve and Guy • 

Le Chatel. Large 2} - walk-in closets. 19th 
floor. View of St. Lawrence River. 
$595/month everything included. April 1st 
to July 31st. Tel. 938-0984 before noon, 
or leave message. 

Condo (Sherbrooke-Hutchinson) 

ideal for 3. Modem, sunny, quiet, sate, 
extra-clean, 5 appl., curtains, carpets, 
A/C, garden, sundeck. $1 050/month. 

. Gar, extra. 340-1884. 

2-Movers/Storage 

Moving/Storage. Closed van or 
truck local & long distance. Ott-Tor- 
Van-NY-Fla-7 days, 24 hours, low 
rates. Steve 735-8148. 




Your Midterms 

You From Y 
Test Drive? 





vTTJc aC 

Don't let your OXdtTIS keep you from taking your 

free test drive. 

We’ll be holding additional Test Drives 
on the following dates: 



LSAT - GMAT 

Saturday, March 30th 11:00 am 
MCAT - GRE 

Sunday, March 31st 11:00 am 
(514) 287-1896 or 1-800-667- TEST 



Call now to reserve your seat. 
1-800-667-TEST 



E-mafl: info® kaplan com America Online: keyword “kaplan" World Wido Web: lmp'7/www.kaplan com 



SCREENWRITING WORKSHOP 

with Hollywood screenwriter and editor, 

Peter Landecker 

in historic North Hatley Bed & Breakfasts 
on Lake Massawippi 
Beautiful rooms and Gourmet meals 
May 5th- 10th, 1996 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 
BISHOP’S UNIVERSITY, NICOLLS 209 
LENNOXVILLE, QC J 1 M 1Z7 
Tel: (819) 822-9670 Fax: (819) 822-9720 



A-1 
STORAGE 





McGill College/Sherbrooke 

quality word processing of term 
papers, theses, résumés, bilingual. 
Also diskette laser printing at 600 
dpi. Ginette 848-0423! 



Typing, comprehensive editing 

by experienced full-time editor. All 
subjects: theses, résumés, applica- 
tions; indexing. Fast,’ reasonable, 7 
days. Laser. HVM Editing 485-9275. 











iml 


jjiji 






lJIlQIIlS 


çïïfl 



FREE BOXES 



Call on-campus rep at 

527-8715 



3-Help Wanted 



Summer Business: Are you an 
entrepreneur? Great opportunity with 
low start-up cost, management train- 
ing, earn up to $800/week, vehicle 
required, call Greenland Irrigation 1- 
80Ù-361-4074. 



Female models wanted. Oppor- 
tunities (or all ages and sizes. Fashion, 
TV, print film. 633-8605. ' 

Children’s camp in Laurentians 
requires counsellor, instructors for 
waterskiing, sailboarding, sailing, 
swimming, canoeing, tennis, base- 
ball, rockclimbing, volleyball, soccer, 
arts&cralts, , drama. music. 

îiæns 5 m&??24 pax 



Travel-teach English! Mont. 1 wk 
May 22-26 intensive eve/wkend course 
to certify you in TESOL Teacher of 
English. IdOO's of jobs! Free into pac 
403-438-5704. 



Outgoing students needed as 

talent scout (or photo agency, also 
looking (or models- positions avail- 
able, earn cash now. 737-8176 
days, evenings. 



Recruiting seminar for Primerica 
financial services, will be held on Tues. 
March 26, 1996. 3pm-5pm Powell 
Building room 205. Register at career 
placement centre. For more into 687- 
2176 Althea. 



Laser printer. Fast, 
vice. Good rates. 

Brigitte 282-0301. 

6-Services Offered 

Editing and tutoring by Englisf 
Ph.D. Papers and theses in English 
social sciences and humanities. 933 
8652. 



raduating. Congratulations. 
Human resources professional 
(interviewed 10,000+) will prep you 
for your interviews.. One on one, 
review C.V. (30$) Vertex 435-7868. 



Student’s Edge Academic & 
Information Services. Lecture 
notes, research, tutoring & more... We 
also buy high quality class notes! 1- 
800-291-EDGE. 



Translation English to French by 

certified member of Quebec 
Translators Order. Word proc., French 
writing and editing on Wordperfect 5.1 
257-1253. 



1 3-Lessons/Courses 



Come & practice your French 
with francophones, club Half+Half 
465-9128. 



14-Notices 



McGill 

^NIGUILINE 

598-6246 




lion. Call at 398-6246 398-MAIN. 
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Students Wanted 

as sales reps. Make money & create 
your own hours selling jeanwear. No 
pressure & no sales quotas. For more 
info call Cristina: 938-0599. 



Au>pair Nanny 

P ositions available on the 

rench Riviera & 13 European coun- 
tries, for Summer or Year long, live 
with family, take care of kids room & 
board provided with $100 weekly 
pocket money. (Age 18-27). For free 
brochure call (514) 398-0771. 



Naughty Little Doggie 
The Latest CD from 
he Godfather of Punk 
"Heart is Saved" 

STORES NOW! 



Gome to shatner b-07 for cd 
singles and limited edition 
vinyls courtesy of the daily 
and virgin records. First 
come, first served. 




MSGILL DAILY Monday, March 25, 1 996 




























THE MCGILL DAILY Monday, March 25, 1996 



u 




to find out what everyone 
is talking about! 



117.00 per month (plus taxes)’ 



For more information or an application, please contact 



1 Place Ville Marie Suite 2335 
Tel: (5141 875-2550 
Fax: (5141 875-1611 - 
„» e-mail: info@mineLea 



McGill Centre for Medicine, Ethics and Law 

ASTRA LECTURES IN ETHICS 
Dr. Lawrence K. Altman 

Medical Correspondent and 
"The Doctor’s World” Columnist 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 



“Who Goes First? 

The Story of Self-Experimentation” 

Monday, 25 March 1996 
6:00 p.m. 

Moot Court / Faculty of Law 
New Chancellor Day Hall 
3644 Peel Street 
McGill University 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

For further information please contact: 

McGill Centre for Medicine, Ethics and Law 
Tel: 514-398-7400 Fax: 514-398-4668 



ours of login time per month 
Electronic mail 



customer service 24 hours/day, 7 days/week 

and much more! 



OPTOMETRIST! 



> Eyes Examined 

• Eye Classes (2 for i) 

• Contact Lenses (from $89) 

• Student Discount 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(corner Guy) 

933-8700 
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ïï® Québec mâ Ontario 



II you really want to see Quebec and Ontario 
this Summer you really need a Rout '/to 
Thousands of international visitors have 
discovered this indispensable travel tool -, 
new it’s your turn 1 

Enjoy the generous nature ol our great out- 
doors and the fun and festivals of our cities 
Out inter-city bus 
network lets you 



Info/Contact: 

Tel: Toronto 
Tel: Ottawa 
Tel: Montreal 
Tel: London 
Tel: Hamilton 
Tel: Kitchener 
Fax: (514)527-2065 



1416) 393-7911 
613)238-5900 
514) 866-1001 
519) 434-3245 
(905)527-2100 
(519) 741-2600 



ANBER MOVING AND STORAGE 
PRESENTS: 



BON AVENTURE 
MINI-STORAGE 



CLOSEST MINI STORAGE TO MCGILL 
UNIVERSITY 

SAVE MONEY ON RENTALS AND TRAVEL 
TIME 

ALL GROUND FLOOR UNITS, HEATED & 
MONITORED 

YOUR OWN ROOM, LOCK & KEY 
DISCOUNT ON MOVING SERVICES WITH 
STUDENT I.D. 

PAY NOW, MONTHLY OR IN SEPTEMBER 
BOXES, TAPE & LOCKS AVAILABLE 



% ( 514 ) 735-8148 

888 ST. ANTOINE W/ UNIVERSITY ST 




